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  This is the last LEAF newsletter from the LEAF coordination 
in Norway. From 1. January Malgorzata Luzczek will take the 
role as LEAF Director in the new FEE international 
secretariat.  
 
Nina Ree-Lindstad and Bjørn Helge Bjørnstad would like to 
thank all LEAF members as well as other cooperating 
partners and sponsors for great cooperation over the past 
years. We would also like to welcome the new coordinator 
and wish her good luck in her new job.  
 
In this number, you can read about the status of the 
Panasonic tree-planting project and the visit we have done. 
 
LEAF secretary has since last newsletter visited Finland, 
Greece and Macedonia, making documentation videos as 
well as discussions regarding LEAF programme 
development. Read more about the visits in this newsletter.  
 
We hope you enjoy the reading! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Bjørn Helge Bjørnstad  
Nina Ree-Lindstad  

International LEAF Coordination 
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TRANSFER OF LEAF SECRETERIAT 
 
The General Assembly of FEE decided to 
unify FEE coordination to one office, starting 
from 2014. The transfer is going on as 
planned. 

 
LEAF secretariat is in the transfer process and will from 1. January 2014 be ran from the 
common FEE secretariat in Denmark in which   Malgorzata Luzczek will be the new LEAF 
Director.  The transfer  process includes new LEAF webpages with a unified design with the rest 
of the FEE programmes. However, the address and content will still be the same. Knowledge 
about our networks has been communicated and relevant documents will be transferred. 
 
Nina Ree-Lindstad and Bjørn Helge Bjørnstad would like to take this opportunity to thank you all;  
LEAF members, cooperating partners and sponsors, for great cooperation over the last years. 
We have truly loved working with you all, and together we have built a strong LEAF programme. 
We would also like to welcome the new coordination and we wish you good luck in the new job 
and for further development of the programme! 
 

  
PANASONIC TREE PLANTING  
 
The tree planting activities have delivered 
activities in more than 80 countries in 2013.  

The Panasonic tree planting project supports planting of trees together with children in schools. 
The financial contribution from Panasonic in 2013 made it possible for LEAF to support 
participants in more than 80 countries, with the planting of about 860 000 trees.  

This is the last year with support from Panasonic for tree planting. We would like to thank 
Panasonic for their great support to LEAF over the last five years. Their contribution have led to 
thousands of hours of environmental education for more than a million children all over the world 
when planting trees. The trees will benefit present and future generations with all its benefits. All 
the trees planted with the support from Panasonic will have a significant impact on our 
environment. Thank you Panasonic.   
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LEAF MEETING IN FINLAND 
 
LEAF Project Director Nina Ree-Lindstad went to 
Finland in September to make documentation 
video for Panasonic. She participated in a big 
forest day for schoolchildren, where hundreds of 
pupils attended. 

Nina and her video camera followed a class throughout the day. It started with a greeting from 
Sirpa Kärkkäinen, National operator for LEAF in Finland and one of the arrangers for the event. 
She explained what to expect from the day and introduced them to their guide. The guide took 
the class on a walk in the forest where they met different people addressing various themes 
such as products form the forest, biodiversity, hunting, forestry, tree planting and they even saw 
a harvesting machine in action taking down a huge spruce tree. The trip ended at a big barbeque 
where they could sit down and have lunch. You can see the film from YouTube in 2014.  Nina 
also visited Sirpas office where she met some of her colleagues and learned about the great 
LEAF work going on in Finland. 
 

 

 

 
LEAF MEETING IN GREECE  
 
Nina visited Greece and our partner organisation 
Hellenic Society for the Protection of Nature 
(HSPN) in November. 

She met most of the FEE staff for dinner in the evening, which gave a good opportunity to be 
acquainted. The day after they took off to some big hills just outside Athens where several 
hundred children were waiting for tree planting. The children had collected nuts to use for seeds 
for new trees. Local forest authorities who also brought nuts for seeds assisted the children in 
this planting event. Nina enjoyed a sunny day with children teachers and LEAF staff reforesting 
the hills after a devastating forest fire. After planting the children preformed several learning 
activities, songs, poems and dances for each other. You can see this film from YouTube in 2014. 

Nina also had the chance to visit the FEE office in Athens where she learned about all the 
material offered and the great work FEE and particularly LEAF does in Greece.   
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LEAF MEETING IN MACEDONIA  
 
Nina visited Macedonia and our partner organisation 
OXO in December. This was the last trip doing 
documentation work for Panasonic.  
 

In Skopje, she met the enthusiastic staff from the FEE office, whom she was acquainted at a 
dinner the first evening. The next two days they visited two kindergartens and one school. The 
children preformed wonderful songs and dances before they went outside to plant trees. The first 
tree-planting event was honored by the presence of the Mayor who enjoyed planting trees with 
the children. He gave his support in a TV interview where also FEE staff had the opportunity to 
tell about their work. When visiting the FEE office Nina met the rest of the staff, and she learned 
more about the material offered and the great work they do in Macedonia. You can see the film 
from Macedonia on YouTube in 2014.     
 
 

 

 
LEAF REPORT FROM MALTA 
 
 
The LEAF forest team from St Michael School 
recently visited Buskett to collect seeds from native 
tree species as part of the international LEAF 
programme which is locally run by Nature Trust 
Malta.  
 

The LEAF forest team from St Michael School recently visited Buskett to collect seeds from 
native tree species as part of the international LEAF (Learning About Forests) programme, which 
is ran locally by Nature Trust Malta. The outdoor activity was organised in collaboration with the 
PARKs department within the Ministry for Sustainable Development, the Environment and 
Climate Change. Mr Neville Ebejer (PARKs Environment Officer) shared his experience on the 
methods used and the ideal time of the year to collect and sow the seeds.  Mr Johann Gatt 
(National LEAF coordinator) elaborated on the intricate relationships between living organisms 
inhabiting Buskett woodland and the importance of trees in our daily lives.  

The seeds gathered from the Narrow Leaved Ash (Fraxinus angustifolia) in Maltese; Fraxxnu 
and Aleppo pine (Pinus halepensis) in Maltese; Żnuber, will be used for another LEAF project 
during the coming scholastic year to further nurture the love for trees in schools and the 
neighbouring communities. 

Emerson Gatt 

LEAF forest team member 
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We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


