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  You can read about the LEAF NOM 2013. The NOM was 
held in Russia with outdoors activities in 
 -20oC!  
 
The new LEAF theme has been presented and materials are 
now available at LEAF webpages! 
 
The award is now set up and it will be an important step 
forward to ensure a common practice of how to run the LEAF 
programme and to maintain good quality. 
 
We will continue the Plant a tree for peace on 21. September 
in 2013. Please join us to make this a great event! 
 
 
We hope you enjoy the reading! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Bjørn Helge Bjørnstad  
Nina Ree-Lindstad  

International LEAF Coordination 
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NATIONAL OPERATORS MEETING 2013 
 
A successful NOM 2013 was held in 
St. Petersburg, Russia, with representatives 
from 15 LEAF countries attending. 

 
It was a good meeting filled with sharing of ideas and good practices as well as lots of good formal 
and informal discussions. It was also a first meeting for some new operators and so the meeting 
hosted a great opportunity for new members to get acquainted.  
 
The meeting focused at how to set up a LEAF award and principals to ensure quality in the national 
programmes. The meeting also focused on the new LEAF theme “Products, services and benefits 
from the forests”  
 

  
LEAF THEME 2013-2014  

- Products benefits and services 
from the forest 

 
Forests are crucial to people everywhere in the 
world. In fact it is pure magic. Sun, air, water 
and some nutrients are all that is needed, and 
then chlorophyll and the photosynthesis do the 
rest. 

The trees grow and the forests provide for a range of resources we depend on.  It would be 
impossible to get through a day without using something that derives from forest. It could be 
firewood, newspaper, furniture, medicines or food. These are all products we can directly relate to 
forests, but they also cater for less obvious benefits and services. 

To learn more about the products and benefits from forests, we have developed some teaching 
material. It consists of a fact booklet, and two booklets with activities. 

We are also pleased to offer "The story of paper, trees and printing", developed by Malene Bendix 
and Eva Wulff from Forests in School in Denmark. 

See all about the theme at: http://www.leaf-international.org/Side.cfm?ID_kanal=5  

 

 
  

http://www.leaf-international.org/Side.cfm?ID_kanal=5
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LEAF AWARD 
 
As recognition to schools working with LEAF we 
launch the LEAF award. The award will also be 
important to ensure the educational quality of the 
LEAF programme. 
 
 

To ensure quality and structure when working with the LEAF programme we have developed a LEAF 
award. The award will be optionally to use for each member country, but will for all LEAF members 
be a signal of how LEAF activities can be an important part of the environmental education process 
in the participating schools. 
 
Schools carry out activities of own choice to gain a greater understanding about their forests and the 
valuable services they provide. In a number of countries, schools are awarded a certificate of 
participation, as recognition of their work. Another option is to fulfil all goals in the award scheme to 
achieve the LEAF award. The national coordinator is responsible for assessment and delivery of 
certificates and awards.  All activities, teacher training, materials for students and teachers are in 
accordance with the LEAF programme aim and philosophy. 

 
 

 
 

 
PLANT A TREE FOR PEACE    
21ST OF SEPTEMBER 
 
“Plant a tree for peace” 2012 was a great success; a 
huge number of trees was planted in more than 100 
countries!  

This is the third year we arrange this campaign at it has been steadily growing. Yet we aim for even 
bigger numbers this year and we therefore urge every LEAF country to promote this event to as 
many schools as possible within their own country.  

You will soon find all necessary materials and registration documents at LEAF webpage. (“Plant a 
tree for peace” in the menu to the left).   

The event takes place on 21st of September 2013 - UN’s World Peace Day. It is part of a global 
campaign and we hope more than 5000 schools in 150 countries will participate. Each participating 
school sending us a report will receive a certificate. Please note that if the actual day is inconvenient 
for some reason, you may of course carry out the event on a different date.  

Peace is green! 
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STUDENT LED SUSTAINABILITY IN IRELAND 
 
Eco-Schools World Days of Action are days where 
students lead change for a more sustainable world  

 

On the 7th of November 2012, Eco-Schools World Days of Action was celebrated at ‘Coil na Sioga’ 
were saplings were planted to contribute the Green-Schools Woodland. Eco-Schools World Days of 
Action are days where students lead change for a more sustainable world. The event also offered a 
chance to celebrate Panasonic’s Tree Planting Project.  

Eighteen schools were invited to the event. William O’Halloran, of Ballinreeshig Nature Farm, 
delivered an informative and fun-filled programme that highlighted the importance of biodiversity, 
with a particular focus on forests, towards creating a sustainable planet.  

Rachel Boyle, Green-Schools Biodiversity Officer with An Taisce said, ‘it is heartening to see such 
enthusiasm amongst the schools that are working towards a more sustainable future’.  

On the 22nd of March 2013, an oak tree was also planted in Gougane Barra Forest to mark a cross-
boader environmental initiative ‘One Million Trees in One Day’. The aim of this initiative is to 
establish individual trees and woodlands which will provide valuable resources, beneficial ecosystem 
services and a lasting legacy for future generations. 
 
 

 

MAINSTREAMING FAITH-BASED ESD IN LEAF 
KENYA 
 
During The just ended tree-planting season in Kenya, 
the Leaf Program in Kenya received a major boost from 
the religious faiths. 
 

In collaboration with a UK-based conservation organization (the Alliance of Religions and 
Conservation – ARC), KOEE has implemented the Leaf Program with an enrichment of Education 
for Sustainable Development (ESD) with faith-based values, with the ultimate aim of shaping 
behavior among learners to draw motivation for conservation from their belief. This is working to help 
teachers, learners, religious leaders and communities to work together to promote ecological 
diversity as a way of honoring God. In a well attended and publicized conference in Nairobi last 
September, religious leaders from three main religions in Africa (Christian, Hindu and Islam) 
gathered to affirm their commitments to conservation as a religious responsibility. In a rare sense of 
solidarity for the environment, the faith leaders launched their seven-year plans for conservation by 
their congregations and schools. This was described by ARC as “an unprecedented opportunity to 
partner with groups who have consulted widely with their own communities in order to fully assess 
their needs and aspirations”. KOEE has been on the forefront to ensure the spirit and commitment 
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born from the Nairobi conference is sustained – a course that has added real value to the Leaf 
program.  

In this regard, KOEE is working with Faith-Schools to plant trees both within their compounds and 
the immediate communities. This was launched in a spectacular ceremony at Ngo’ng Forest 
(Nairobi) that saw faith leaders join schools and corporates within Nairobi to kick-start the season of 
tree planting.  In this respect, the Leaf Program is making great impact and growing more and more 
inclusive, bringing together the young and old, corporate and communities, the small and great. The 
bringing on board of the religious faith groups has created a spiraling interest from many 
stakeholders. During a brief sensitization meeting held prior to the tree planting activity, participants 
were encouraged to cultivate a culture of growing rather than planting trees. Today, many of our 
stakeholders can tell that the Leaf program is more than just planting trees – it is about learning the 
value, benefits and services the human race gets from trees. The program has continued to 
emphasis the education component, by doing more educational brief talks to all participants during 
tree planting sessions. This makes tree planting occasions learning sessions. 

Leaf Kenya is also enriching the program of tree planting with indigenous knowledge by involving the 
older members of the society. This initiative is helping to bridge the gap between the old and the 
young – thereby enhancing tapping of indigenous knowledge from the old into the young minds. This 
is adding value to the program since it enables the young minds see forests as being more than just 
trees clustered together, rather as a rich resource that is vital for survival of humanity. The big 
difference between tree planting and tree growing is that one is an event (tree planting) the other is a 
process. Leaf-Kenya is doing the process. A process is sustainable, an event is not. 

 
 
 


